photokeratectomy may have a role in the management of RES. At first sight this might appear to be taking a very big sledge hammer to crack rather a small egg but there is some hope that the technique may prove useful for some of the more difficult cases. If it can aid healing in some of the anterior membrane dystrophies by smoothing the irregular anterior surface of Bowman's membrane, then it may be worthwhile; otherwise the disadvantages are similar to anterior stromal puncture in that the visual axis needs to be avoided to prevent refractive change and the cost will clearly rule it out as a treatment mode in all except a very few centres.
RES is clearly a common condition but as yet there is no real consensus as to the best method for treatment. Surely it would be a simple matter to organise a prospective randomised control study to identify the most effective (and cost-effective?) way to deal with this condition.
